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Four childhood friends in present-day New Orleans are torn apart by envy, passion, and a secret

murder.Five years ago, Meredith, Brandon, Greg, and Stephen quickly discover the fragile

boundaries between friendship and betrayal as they enter high school and form new allegiances.

Meredith, Brandon, and Greg gain popularity, while Stephen is viciously treated as an outcast. Then

two violent deaths destroy the already delicate bonds of their friendship.When the friends are drawn

back together, new facts about their mutual history are exposed and what was held to be a tragic

accident is revealed as murder. As the true story emerges, other secrets begin to unravel with more

dangerous, far-reaching consequences.A Density of Souls is a stunning debut novel that uncovers

the darker side of the teenage psyche.
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Remember how you felt the first time you read "Interview With The Vampire"? Remember how you

were torn between staying up all night to finish it, or savoring it slowly so you would have those

wonderful characters and images in your head for as long as possible? That's what I remember

reading Anne Rice's book for the first time all those years ago. There have been few books since



then that have drawn me in so completely, and how wonderful that the latest one to do that was

written by Anne's son, Christopher."Unsuspecting" customers will see the gothic cover and the huge

RICE name on the jacket and think they are getting a supernatural thriller along the lines of Mama

Rice. At first, it seems like that is the case--and there are touches of it in the novel--but these bits of

otherworldly business are just some of the many New Orleans touches that make THE CITY as

much a character as the four lead characters. Stephen, Brandon, Meredith and Greg are a close

group of friends until a shared incident occurs just prior to them entering high school. While the

other three become popular, Stephen is hounded and is made miserable simply because he is, in

the teenage world, something worse than vampire, witch or werewolf: a homosexual.Oh, but Mr.

Rice doesn't stop there--a huge supporting cast of well-drawn characters all play vital roles. For

once, the parents also have juicy history and scenes. Everyone gets resolution or retribution. While

he may not have his mother's knack for swoony prose (maybe NOT such a bad thing), he has a

style all his own, and he certainly inherited her ability of lending a cinematic feel to his words. It's

quite appropriate that this book was published by Miramax.
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